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Well what a great first week back in school. We have been overwhelmed but not at all surprised by the
children’s fantastic positive attitudes and how well they have slipped back in to routines. With all the extra
handwashing and cleaning required throughout the school day, the teachers are working really hard to
ensure that the children still get access to the full curriculum right from the get go. So that you know what
we are up to in school, please find below a summary of what the children are learning in the next few weeks.

In English this year as a staff we are very keen
for the children to be introduced to a range of
books, stories and authors across their time at
the school. As a result, we have planned out
opportunities for this to happen across each
year group so that all the children that move
through the school have the chance to hear and
read both modern and classic texts that they
wouldn’t necessarily access by themselves. We
are hoping that by introducing them to a range
of books and authors, it will help them to branch
out in their own reading and inspire them to
explore a wider range of books as they grow.

We are Historians!
This term, Elm, Maple and Oak class will be historians. They will spend the next six weeks up to
half term using their historical enquiry skills to find out about the past. Elm class are learning
about toys and childhood and how this has changed over the years (I am very dismayed to find
that toys that I played with as a child are now considered historic!), Maple class are learning
about changes in the period between the Stone Age and the Iron Age and Oak class are going
to travel further afield to find out about the Shang Dynasty of Ancient China. The children will
use historical vocabulary, ask and answer historical questions, place events on timelines and
think about similarities and differences between different periods and the impact history has
had on our lives today. If you would like to know more about how we teach history at school,
our history policy can be found on the school website here.

Meanwhile, in Willow class, the children have had a fantastic week settling in. I have included some
photographs for you to see them in action. Both Mrs Cripps and Mrs Clarke have been so impressed with
how they have come in so confidently each day and they have been listening and learning so well together.
They have spent the first week getting to know their wonderful new classroom which the teachers put a lot
of time and love in to over the summer holidays so that it would be ready for the children. There are lots of
zones for them to explore where they can read, write, construct, be creative and learn through play! Well
done Willow class on a great first week in part-time. Don’t forget, next week, the children are in for lunch and
will need to be picked up at 1.30pm.

I am always amazed by how resilient the children are but we are also aware that it is a very big change
for many of them and that they have been through a lot this year. Last week, each of the classes spent
time on health and wellbeing activities to help the children process the changes and have chance to
speak through their thoughts and feelings. This term in PSHE we will also be focussing on positive
mental health and wellbeing so that the children continue to get the time and space each week to talk
about and process their feelings. Often children will be fantastic all day in school though and issues
can arise in the evenings or at weekends, for example in changes of behaviour, lack of sleep or anxiety.
If you find that your child is struggling in any way, please do let us know either by phone or email so
that we can point you in the direction of at home support but also be aware during the day with your
child. We will assume that everything is ok unless you let us know, so it is important that you speak to
us, even though it may have to be over the telephone at present.
Don’t forget the GlosFamilies website can be found here and their free helpline can be accessed by
calling 0800 542 02 02 if you would like to access support directly.

This week we have sent home a whole host of forms for you to read and sign. They are all important forms
that need to be completed at the start of every year. They include medical forms, going home lists, media
permissions, the computing acceptable use policy and your data collection sheet which helps us to know
that your emergency contact details are up to date. This is particularly important in case we need to
contact you in an emergency. Thank you to everyone who has sent them back in. As soon as you have had
chance, please complete them and send them in with your child and the teacher will ensure they get to the
office. Unfortunately, we are not allowed parents inside the school building at present which includes
parents coming up to the hatch in reception.

I wanted to bring your attention to new guidelines which have been brought in by the government
from next Monday. I’m sure you saw on the news last night, but more information can be found here if
you have not already seen it. The main change is that from Monday 14 September, we will not be
allowed to meet with people from other households socially in groups of more than 6. This will apply
indoors and outdoors and includes children. Obviously, at school, we are implementing the
government guidelines to ensure that we are able to keep the school up and running with all the
children back. That is why it is so important that particularly as adults, you maintain 2m+ social
distancing when picking up and dropping off your children. Please also be aware of the need for social
distancing outside of school as well, particularly as you leave and arrive. We know how difficult it is,
but we are working hard to ensure the school stays open for as many children as possible in the event
of a positive case and we need your help with this. Please also make sure that other people who are
collecting your children are aware of the need for social distancing and the systems in place e.g.
grandparents, childminders.
Again, thank you so much for your fantastic attitude towards these new rules so far and for being so
understanding. Finally, if you would like to wear a mask whilst picking up and dropping off your
children at school, you are very welcome to.

The deadline for secondary school applications is at the end of October and so I know that many of
the year 6 parents will be concerned about the fact that you cannot visit secondary schools for open
days in the way that you would usually. Because of this, I have been in contact with some of the
local secondary schools to find out what they have available to support you in your decision.
Unfortunately, at the moment, many of them are waiting on advice from government as to whether
they can hold open evenings etc. I did manage to find out the following though:
Archway Secondary School: Provisional dates have been set for a possible open evening on 28th
September and open mornings on 30th sept and 1st October. However, these dates are very much to
be confirmed at this stage once further guidance has been sought.
Maidenhill School: Again, they are awaiting guidance before they set a date for a possible open
evening, in the meantime, they have some information and a video tour on their website here.
Marling School: A virtual open day is available on their school website here.
Stroud High School: a virtual tour of the school can be taken here.
Deer Park School: Deer Park are holding out of hours tours for year 6 parents – the details of how to
book are here.
If there are other secondary schools you are interested in, I would suggest visiting their website or
phoning reception to find out more.

We have booked in Tempest Photography to take the school photos this year on Friday 25th September. We
will only be able to offer individual photographs this year, no pre-school or sibling photographs. Elm class PE
will not take place on that Friday so that the children are in their uniform for photographs.

We will be having a go at our first Zoom celebration assembly tomorrow so look out for certificates coming
home. We will also celebrate the children’s birthdays in this assembly too. Unfortunately, at the moment, we
are not able to allow you to send cakes, sweets etc in with the children to celebrate their birthdays as we
would normally, but please do tell the children they will still get their birthday mention in assembly!

The free fruit and vegetable scheme has started up again now, so children in Willow and Elm class do not
need to bring fruit in with them for snack each day, they will be provided with fruit or vegetables from
school. Children in Maple and Oak class need to bring a piece of fruit or vegetables in with them daily for
break time and they can bring a small snack of any kind on a Friday, in line with our nut and peanut free
policy – see recent letter. If you have any questions about this policy, please do ask.

Maple Class Poems
The Duck by Ogden Nash
Behold the duck.
It does not cluck.
A cluck it lacks.
It quacks.
It is specially fond
Of a puddle or pond.
When it dines or sups,
It bottoms ups.

How doth the little crocodile by Lewis Carroll
(from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland)
How doth the little crocodile
Improve his shining tail
And pour the waters of the Nile
On every golden scale!
How cheerfully he seems to grin
How neatly spreads his claws,
And welcomes little fishes in
With gently smiling jaws!

Willow Class in action
this week…

