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Science Enquiry Week!
Hopefully the children have shared with you that in Elm, Maple and Oak they have been taking part in a science
enquiry week. Each class has a key question that they have been trying to answer across the week as follows:
Elm – Why are the trees changing? (plants)
Maple – Why can’t pigs fly? (living things and their habitats)
Oak – Do all living things lay eggs? (living things and their habitats)
Miss Davies and I worked together last year to plan our science curriculum to fit with one of our key values at
Whiteshill – we are curious! Each class has spent the week asking and answering questions, observing closely,
performing simple tests, identifying and classifying, gathering and recording data and using a whole host of other
scientific enquiry skills. Our science weeks will take place once every half term and each time the children will
build on these scientific skills whilst also learning new knowledge and gaining insight into the whole spectrum of
the Primary science curriculum.
Once we get to the weekend, why don’t you ask your child if they can answer their class’ enquiry question?!

Elm Class
Why are the
trees changing?

Maple Class
Why can’t pigs
fly?

Oak Class
Do all living
things lay
eggs?

If you have any spare clothes that have been sent home with your child in the last week or so, could you
please send them back in as soon as possible – Willow class in particular are low on supplies!
If you have any old jogging bottoms or leggings at home that would fit children in Willow or Elm class as
spares, donations would be much appreciated. Please just send them in to school with your child in a
plastic bag with a note explaining that you are happy for them to be donated!

Parents in Willow class should have received an email today from Target Tracker Link. This is the website
we use to share photographs and observations of the children at work in school as part of the EYFS
curriculum. Please read and follow any of the instructions in the email. You should then receive more
emails every now and again letting you know when a new observation of your child has been added to the
website. Please check your junk folder in case the email has gone in to there. If you have not received the
email by Monday, please let the school office know.

Unfortunately, this year, we will not be able to hold parents evening after half term as we would do normally
as we are still not allowed parents on site. However, we are looking at ways that we can best update you on
your child’s learning instead. We know that you will be wanting to find out how they have settled back in to
school after lockdown. Once we have decided on the best way forwards, I will update you.

Please see the bottom of the newsletter for a reminder about what to do if your child, or someone in their
household develops symptoms of COVID-19.

Please make sure that when you park outside school you are not blocking people’s driveways. Whiteshill
Parish Council is currently working in conjunction with the Highways Agency and PCSO Gary Lynch to look at
parking around the school and the Highways Agency are planning to visit during drop off and pick up time in
the near future to look in more detail at the issues. We appreciate that it is difficult and that it may mean you
have to walk further up the hill, but please do not park in front of driveways or where there are parking
restrictions in place e.g. white lines.

Willow class had a great time in their first autumn
themed forest school session with Mrs Clarke on
Friday. Don’t forget to make sure they have wellies in
school as well as a waterproof outfit. This can be just
waterproof trousers and a waterproof coat if you are
finding it difficult to source an all in one outfit.

This year, unfortunately we are not able to mark harvest festival with a performance down at
the church as we would normally. However, we know that Harvest is a time that Stroud
Foodbank very much rely on for donations and they will no doubt be very appreciative of
anything we can do to help out. Therefore, we have decided to ask for donations of food (not
money please) to be brought in to school by the children during the last week of term (Oct 19th –
23rd). You can see from the poster below some ideas of what the foodbank is in particular need
of but any donations of tinned or packet foods will be welcome. Please make sure you do not
donate any fresh or frozen food. Anything that foodbank do not accept will have to be disposed
of so please do stick to food that will not spoil. Thank you very much.

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are:
recent onset of a new continuous cough
a high temperature
loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia).
What do I do if my child or someone in their household display symptoms of COVID-19?
Inform the school and make sure your child does not come in to school once the symptoms are identified.
Book a test straight away for the person who is displaying symptoms. This can be done online via
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ or by calling 119. Tests in
Gloucestershire appear to be relatively quick and so you will hopefully have the results within 24 hours.
Inform the school immediately that you have booked a test and give the time and date to the school
either via email or phone so that this can be logged by us with the local Health Protection Team.
Ensure that your whole household self-isolates until the test result is received – this means your child
cannot come in to school from the moment the symptoms are identified. More information on staying
at home from the Government can be found here.
What do I do when I get the test result?
If the test result is negative, your child can return to school if they are well enough and the rest of the
household can stop self-isolating. Inform the school of the negative test result via email or phone call as
soon as you have it so that we know to expect your child back in school.
If the test result is positive, you must inform the school immediately so that we can work with the local
Health Protection Team to identify which members of the school community will also need to self-isolate
for 14 days. At this stage, we will stay in contact with you and let you know of anything else you need to
do.
What happens if my child shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school?
If your child displays symptoms whilst at school, we will take them to a separate room and you will be called
immediately to collect them. Staff may need to use Personal Protective Equipment when helping your child
in this instance if they need to give close personal care e.g. first aid. A member of staff will stay with your
child whilst we wait for you to arrive.
If anyone at school (child or adult) shows symptoms of COVID-19, they will be asked to undertake a test.
Once we have the results of this test, further action will be taken with support from the local Health
Protection Team. This may result in all children and adults within that child’s bubble needing to self-isolate
for up to 14 days. Please note, no changes will be made above and beyond our usual hygiene and social
distancing arrangements until the test results have been received in line with guidance from Public Health
England. The school is not able to communicate to you every time a child is taken home ill and this would
not be appropriate until a positive test result is given.
NHS Test and Trace
Please note if your child has been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus symptoms, in
line with advice from NHS Test and Trace, they must not attend school and should self-isolate for 14 days
in line with government advice – more information about NHS Test and Trace can be found here.

