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This week, I wanted to share with you some of the exciting lessons that have been happening in school whilst
all the children in Elm, Maple and Oak are immersed in their ‘We are Historians’ topic. In Elm class, Miss
French arranged for a topic box of artefacts from Stratford Park Museum to arrive and the children employed
their questioning and historical enquiry skills to find out more about the artefacts as part of their ‘Childhood
and Toys’ history theme. In Maple class, the children were thinking about what cave paintings tell us about
the Stone Age. They discovered that paintings were used for decorations, planning a hunt and
communication. They came up with their own prehistoric animal code and practised writing simple messages
to each other. To get a real cave painting experience, they did this under their tables, in the dark and with
charcoal! If you want to have a go yourselves at home – this was the animal code they came up with
together.
Bull = hello
Horse = come here
Deer = hunt
Fire = home

Bird = go/ leave
People = gather/ friend
Bow and arrow = attack/ weapons

In Oak class, the children have been finding out about the Shang Dynasty. This week they are finding out all
about ‘Fu Hao’, a Queen consort from this historical period. They are writing a biography about her in their
English lessons as well to complement their learning in history. I’m sure they will tell you all about her if you
ask! You can also find out a bit more about her by clicking here. Although, most importantly the children in
Oak learnt that information about a historical figure can change depending on which source you read – they
even discovered that Fu Hao’s name is spelt differently depending on which historical account you read!
In Willow class, the children have been exploring the 'oneness of one' in maths. They had a 1st birthday tea
party for teddy making sure he had one cup, 1 spoon, 1 plate and 1 napkin set at his birthday table. They also
did a one-minute challenge, completing a funky fingers task in one minute! They also looked at the shape
with one curved side - a circle! They read the story 'The Dot' by Peter Reynolds and created some lovely
Kandinsky style art to experiment with arranging and describing circles. Willow class also read the books
'Seasons Come Seasons Go Tree’ by Britta Teekentrup and 'Leaf Man' by Lois Ehlert and looked at some
Autumn treasures in their curiosity cube. The children asked some wonderful questions about the changing
seasons – we were so impressed!
At the end of the newsletter, you will find some photographs of some of the children in action!

Please can you make sure that the children have coats in school every day from now on. The weather is so
changeable and it is often nice in the morning but colder or rainy at lunchtime and we want to make sure they
can go outside as much as possible of course. Just a reminder as well that children in Maple and Oak should
not be bringing a backpack in to school. They can have a book bag if they would like. Children in Willow and
Elm should have a book bag in school every day as well so that they can carry their books back and forth.
Thank you.

Don’t forget, from Monday 5th October, there will be new pick up and drop off times for Willow and
Elm classes as follows:
THE BELOW START TIMES WILL BEGIN ON MON 5TH OCTOBER
Willow Class – 08.50
Elm Class – 08.40
Maple Class – 08.35 – NO CHANGE
Oak Class – 08.45 – NO CHANGE
THE BELOW FINISH TIMES WILL BEGIN ON MON 5TH OCTOBER
Willow Class – 3.15
Elm Class – 3.05
Maple Class – 3.00– NO CHANGE
Oak Class – 3.10 – NO CHANGE

Attached to this email you will find a letter from NHS Test and Trace which has been sent out to all schools
to send out to parents across the country. Please read it carefully. Thank you.

A huge thank you to Mr Pritchard who has spent the last few Friday mornings building a wonderful new
mud kitchen for Willow class. This means that now both Elm and Willow have got a mud kitchen in their
outdoor areas, where they can explore their learning through imaginative play. Thank you as well to the
families who very kindly donated pallets, sinks and taps for this project – we couldn’t have done it
without your help. What a brilliant addition to our school!

As I mentioned last week, our new remote learning policy is now in place. It can be found on the
policies page of the school website here. We now have a system in place so that if your child has
to self-isolate due to themselves or someone in their household, or because they have been told
to do so by NHS Test and Trace, they will be sent home learning each day starting from day 2 of
their self-isolation. This will be sent to you via email and will include online video tutorials and
work in line with what the children have missed in school. We obviously are not able to replicate
lessons and as the teachers are teaching full-time at the moment, we will have to rely on videos
available from other providers, rather than making our own. However, we will try and make sure
the work is accessible for the children and can be completed independently at home.
It may be a good idea to make sure you have paper and pens in the house, perhaps an A4 lined
notebook for them to complete work in just in case you do have to self-isolate. You will also need
a device on which to watch videos and download worksheets. If you do not have access to a
device on which you can do this e.g. a laptop or tablet, or if you don’t have access to the internet
in your home, please let us know now by emailing admin@whiteshill.gloucs.sch.uk or by phoning
the school office so that we can ensure that work is printed out and sent to you in this way in the
event of your child being off school for self-isolation.
Please note, home learning will not be sent home for other occasions when your child is off from
school e.g. illness or unauthorised absence.
On the following page of the newsletter, you will find a home school agreement which sets out
the expectations for parents, pupils and teachers with regards to home learning. Please read this
through and talk to your child about this so that you and they are prepared in the event of you
needing to self-isolate.
We have also put remote learning plans in place in the event of a local lockdown, national
lockdown or a ‘class bubble’ having to self-isolate if we have a positive case in school. This would
of course mean that the teachers will not in that event be teaching full-time in school so we will
be able to offer a more comprehensive package of support. At the moment, this will look very
similar to the summer provision that we provided, with videos from the teachers and work set
online. It will however, be more comprehensive, covering all aspects of the curriculum going
forwards and not just English and maths. We also want to make sure that you are able to get live
feedback and ask questions of the teacher as the children are completing work, so we are
currently looking at possible online systems that would allow interaction between teachers and
pupils as the work is being completed. Watch this space for more news. Fingers crossed, this is
not something which will be needed and all the children will continue to attend school as they are
currently.

Whiteshill Primary School
Home Learning Agreement
Teachers will:
Set work:
o For all children they would normally be teaching in the school day, who are self-isolating or are
at home due to a local lockdown, school closure or self-isolation of a class bubble.
o In line with all the subjects which would have been taught in school on the day the child was not
in school.
o At the end of each school day from the first day of absence, to be sent out ready for the
following morning.
Provide feedback on work
o That has been sent back daily via email or on the child’s return if the work has not been
completed online.
Keep in touch with pupils and parents
o Regular contact will be made by office staff throughout the self-isolation period to check in on
testing status and general wellbeing. Teachers will make contact via phone on a weekly basis if
the child is off school for more than one week to check in on work and general wellbeing.
Pupils and parents will:
 Complete all work set to the best of their abilities and send it back to school via email daily or in
person on return to school.
 Seek help from school via email or phone call if they need to during the school day.
 Make the school aware if their child is sick or otherwise cannot complete work.
 Be respectful when making any concerns or issues known to staff.
 Let the school know if they do not have access to a computer or the internet.

