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As you will no doubt be aware, as from today, 5th November, the whole country has now entered a further
period of lockdown due to the coronavirus pandemic. We are very pleased that at the moment schools are
able to continue running as they are currently and that all children are still expected to attend school
throughout this current lockdown which is great news. However, we must be aware that rates of infection
are rising in Gloucestershire as well as across the country and therefore it becomes increasingly likely that we
will experience a positive case amongst our children or staff. If and when this does happen, the measures we
have put in place will hopefully mean the impact is lessened and that as few people as possible are impacted,
however it is more important than ever that we make sure the rules put in place to protect our school
community are adhered to. If we do have a positive case in school, we will work closely with the local South
West Health Protection Team who will advise us on who needs to self-isolate. It may be a good idea at this
stage to think about how you will look after your child at home if they do have to self-isolate for two weeks.
Guidance from the government with regards to this new lockdown can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november
It may be useful to read the section 8 on childcare and children’s activities as this may impact on your
arrangements for picking up your child from school if you use a range of childcare providers or friends.
At the bottom of the newsletter I have included again the information about what to do if your child is
experiencing symptoms of coronavirus as this is one of the most important things we can do to keep each
other safe.

Next Friday 13th March, we are going to be supporting Children in Need by having a wear your own clothes
to school day. The children can come in to school in their own clothes for a donation of £1 which can be
sent in to class with them. Don’t forget, Oak class will have forest school so make sure what they wear on
the day is practical for this and that they still bring in their forest school outer clothes.

As per the previous text, Oak class PE day is changing to Monday from next week. This is because Mr
Pritchard will be starting indoor rowing sessions with the children and he is only available on a Monday for
this. The children will continue to have forest school on a Friday afternoon as well until the end of the
Autumn term in December.

As a result of the increased risk of coronavirus, from Monday 9th November, the staff will be wearing
face coverings at the start and end of each day on the playground as this is where they are most
likely to come in to contact with other adults and children outside of their bubble. We will not be
enforcing the wearing of face coverings amongst parents, however you are encouraged to wear a
mask on the playground if you would like to and most importantly to ensure that you are using the
green lines on the playground when queuing up to ensure you are 2m away from all the other adults.
If you are waiting on the playground for siblings, please also make sure that you are 2m distance
from others as well. Please make sure everyone who comes to school knows about this e.g.
childminders, grandparents.
Don’t forget, anyone you have close contact with e.g. chatting within 1m of each other (1m is about a
doorways width) will have to self-isolate if you then develop symptoms - or you would have to selfisolate if they develop symptoms. So the more contacts you have, the more likely this is to happen –
this of course includes interactions with other parents on the way to and from school.
Close contact is defined by the government as:
having face-to-face contact with someone less than 1 metre away (this will include times where you
have worn a face covering or a face mask)
spending more than 15 minutes within 2 metres of someone
travelling in a car or other small vehicle with someone (even a short journey) or close to them on a
plane.
This is why it is really important that you use the 2m green lines on the playground when queuing.
We will talk to the children tomorrow morning to let them know staff will be wearing face coverings
just at this time in the playground. They are used to seeing face masks in shops etc. so this will
hopefully not be entirely new to them. We will not wear face coverings inside classrooms or at any
other time when we are interacting with the children in school.

We are Artists!
This term the children in Elm, Maple and Oak class are going to be artists! Each ‘We are Artists’ term
has a theme – this one is all about texture and form. All the classes will start with a baseline piece of
art, where the children have a go independently and see what they can come up with. They then
find out about an artist for inspiration and are taught the knowledge and skills they need, finishing
with a final piece which will hopefully display everything they have learnt!
In Elm class they are learning how to create texture using paint, inspired by the work of Jackson
Pollock (find out more here). In Maple class, they are going to be building their own sculptures using
chicken wire! They are inspired by the work of Sophie Ryder, a sculptor who created ‘The Minotaur
and the Hare’ which you may have seen in the centre of Cheltenham (you can see it here). In Oak
class, they are going to be sculpting with clay and thinking about how they can represent their
thoughts and feelings through texture. They will also find out about the difference between actual
texture (which can be felt) and visual texture (which means a piece of art looks like it feels different
but doesn’t e.g. a painting of a furry animal!). There work will be inspired by the political artist Ai Wei
Wei who expresses his feelings, thoughts and beliefs through his art. They will look in particular at
his ‘Sunflower Seeds’ piece which was displayed at the Tate Modern (you can see it here).
At the bottom of the newsletter you will find some photos of Elm, Maple and Oak getting stuck in to
their art this week!

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are:
recent onset of a new continuous cough
a high temperature
loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia).
What do I do if my child or someone in their household display symptoms of COVID-19?
Inform the school and make sure your child does not come in to school once the symptoms are identified.
Book a test straight away for the person who is displaying symptoms. This can be done online via
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ or by calling 119. Tests in
Gloucestershire appear to be relatively quick and so you will hopefully have the results within 24 hours.
Inform the school immediately that you have booked a test and give the time and date to the school
either via email or phone so that this can be logged by us with the local Health Protection Team.
Ensure that your whole household self-isolates until the test result is received – this means your child
cannot come in to school from the moment the symptoms are identified. More information on staying
at home from the Government can be found here.
What do I do when I get the test result?
If the test result is negative, your child can return to school if they are well enough and the rest of the
household can stop self-isolating. Inform the school of the negative test result via email or phone call as
soon as you have it so that we know to expect your child back in school.
If the test result is positive, you must inform the school immediately so that we can work with the local
Health Protection Team to identify which members of the school community will also need to self-isolate
for 14 days. At this stage, we will stay in contact with you and let you know of anything else you need to
do.
What happens if my child shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school?
If your child displays symptoms whilst at school, we will take them to a separate room and you will be called
immediately to collect them. Staff may need to use Personal Protective Equipment when helping your child
in this instance if they need to give close personal care e.g. first aid. A member of staff will stay with your
child whilst we wait for you to arrive.
If anyone at school (child or adult) shows symptoms of COVID-19, they will be asked to undertake a test.
Once we have the results of this test, further action will be taken with support from the local Health
Protection Team. This may result in all children and adults within that child’s bubble needing to self-isolate
for up to 14 days. Please note, no changes will be made above and beyond our usual hygiene and social
distancing arrangements until the test results have been received in line with guidance from Public Health
England. The school is not able to communicate to you every time a child is taken home ill and this would
not be appropriate until a positive test result is given.
NHS Test and Trace
Please note if your child has been in close contact with someone who develops coronavirus symptoms, in
line with advice from NHS Test and Trace, they must not attend school and should self-isolate for 14 days
in line with government advice – more information about NHS Test and Trace can be found here.

Elm class explored
texture through paint!
They used a whole host
of different objects to
apply paint to the page
and see what effect it
had.

Maple class started to
explore how they could
create sculpture and form
using chicken wire.

Oak Class did their baseline
sculpture, having a go at creating
texture in clay using sculpting tools.

