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As you know, Oak class have started their forest school sessions over the last few weeks and it has been
great getting them outside every Friday afternoon. The work they do up in the woods is all linked to the
national curriculum and this term they have been making links to their science work on life cycles and
reproduction of plants and animals. They have also made links to their Shang Dynasty topic, doing maths in
Ancient Chinese and also spending time across the term whittling a ‘jade artefact’ out of wood. Further along
in the newsletter you will see some photographs of Oak class in action over the last couple of weeks.
Unfortunately, Willow class are not able to go up to the woods for forest school at the moment due to
COVID-19 regulations as we are not able to use parent volunteers and this makes off-site visits impossible for
the younger children at present. As you know, we normally rely very much on the generosity you show with
your time on a Friday morning! However, we are very lucky that Mrs Clarke is a trained forest school
practitioner and so she is going to be carrying out forest school activities on a Friday afternoon with Willow
class from next week. We know that they are going to really benefit from having this time exploring the
whole of the school grounds and really getting involved in nature and outdoor learning.
Because of this, from next week, we would like the children in Willow class to have in school with them a pair
of wellies and also an all-in-one wet weather suit that can be worn over their school uniform. This will allow
them to play outside in the new mud kitchen without getting covered in mud and also explore the grounds
during their forest school session or at any other time during the week when they might decide to go and get
muddy! We will store the wellies and all-in-one suits in school so you don’t need to worry about them going
back and forth and so that they have them in school whenever they need them across the week. Please bring
them into school with you when you get chance once you have had time to source some. Just something
cheap and cheerful will be fine – please don’t spend a fortune!

Elm class
enjoying
their weekly
cornet
lessons!

Thank you for your patience and understanding this week whilst we have been trialling the new
times for Willow and Elm class. I hope that this has made it easier for some of you who have siblings
in different classes. One thing we have noticed is that the lines for different classes are getting a little
mixed due to lack of space. So from Monday 12th October, we will be swapping the gates for Elm and
Oak so that there are not two classes going in after each other at the same gate. So Oak children and
parents will now need to queue across the playground and go in via the gate at the top of the steps
and Elm children and parents will need to queue up the hill and go in via the gate at the side of the
hall. We will put signs out on Monday morning and I will be there to help so don’t worry! I know this
is another change, but if we are going to be coming on to site in this way for quite some time yet, we
need to make sure it works smoothly.
You will have no doubt seen on the news that cases of coronavirus are continuing to rise across the
country at the moment and therefore we need to be more vigilant than ever with social distancing.
Our guidelines are that on school property, adults need to be 2m+ from each other. This does mean
that if you are waiting in the playground, you must not stand close to each other talking. I want to
continue with 5 minute intervals between classes, but I will not be able to do this if it results in groups
of adults standing closely together on the playground. Please make sure you find a space and stay
2m+ from other adults. We have to remember that in these strange times, a social group of 6+
people (including children) is illegal at the moment and mixing socially on school grounds in groups is
therefore unfortunately just not appropriate at the moment. There is plenty of space on the
playground for this to be possible so please don’t be afraid to go and find a space when you are
waiting.
Please do also remember that although you may feel comfortable standing closer to somebody, they
may not feel the same way at the moment, particularly if they have a family member who is more
vulnerable, so creating space for each other is important.

A note from Mrs McKay:
This Saturday (10th October) is World Mental Health Day, and perhaps, more than ever, we all need
to be thinking about boosting and maintaining good mental health – adults and children, alike.
Without doubt, 2020 has been a challenging year for us all. We have coped, adapted and battled our
way to a ‘new normal’ over the past seven months, yet the path ahead still looks rocky. Meeting our
needs for security, belonging and positive self-esteem has become particularly difficult. In fact,
the real, long-term effects of living through a pandemic may not even be known. However, what is
clear is that more of us are struggling, from every age group and every walk of life. So, this
weekend, show yourself some compassion. Give yourself time – to breathe; to be still; to be in
nature; to appreciate all that you are, because, no matter who you are – how old, or how young you
may be – you are enough; you are valued and you are doing a great job.
For more information or tips about looking after yourself and others, please take a look at these
websites: www.mind.org.uk www.mhfaengland.org

We have been focussing on mental health and wellbeing with the children in assembly over the last
few weeks so they have their own toolbox for maintaining their wellbeing. Mrs McKay has also put
some posters up around the school to remind the children (and staff) of what is important and also to
give them a positive message as they go about their day! More information from MHFAEngland can
be found below.

As you may know, Miss Davies has been with us over the last 18 months covering two maternity leave
contracts. Much as we would have absolutely loved to keep Miss Davies on permanently, we sadly don’t have
enough classes to go round!! So unfortunately this is just not possible at this moment in time. However, we
are incredibly pleased to let you know that she has managed to secure herself a permanent position at Uley
Primary School and will therefore be leaving Whiteshill at October half term. We know you will all join us in
thanking Miss Davies for the enthusiasm and dedication to the children which she has shown over the time
she has been with us – we are very sad to see her go. I’m sure you will join us in wishing her the best of luck
for the future in her new role.
I’m very pleased however to let you know that Mrs Woods will be returning from her maternity leave in
December and teaching Maple class full-time going forwards. Mrs Woods has a lot of experience teaching in
key stage 2 and I know she is really looking forward to getting stuck back in with the children. In the
meantime, I am currently in the process of employing a teacher to teach in Maple class during November and
to work alongside Mrs Woods in December to ensure a smooth transition for the children.

This year, unfortunately we are not able to mark harvest festival with a performance down at the church
as we would normally. However, we know that Harvest is a time that Stroud Foodbank very much rely on
for donations and they will no doubt be very appreciative of anything we can do to help out. Therefore,
we have decided to ask for donations of food (not money please) to be brought in to school by the
children during the last week of term (Oct 19th – 23rd). You can see from the poster below some ideas of
what the foodbank is in particular need of but any donations of tinned or packet foods will be welcome.
Please make sure you do not donate any fresh or frozen food. Anything that foodbank do not accept will
have to be disposed of so please do stick to food that will not spoil. Thank you very much.

