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What a fantastic first week back in school. It has been such a pleasure each day to see and hear the school so
full of laughter, smiles and friendship! The children have been absolutely amazing and we are so proud of the
way they have all come back in to school with such a positive attitude. As you know, we have spent the week
on wellbeing activities and giving the children chance to spend time together and catch up on all the
interaction they have been missing. They seem to have responded really well to this and we hope you will
agree it has been a really worthwhile start to their time back in school. Thank you very much for the positive
comments and feedback you have taken the time to give me this week, I have passed on all your kind words
to the staff and it means an awful lot to them.
This week, Mrs McKay put together a wellbeing survey for the children to complete and from looking at their
responses, we know that one of their concerns about coming back, particularly for the older children, is being
able to work within the time constraints of a lesson again and keep up with the pace of learning having been
at home over lockdown. With this in mind, next week, we will be starting English and maths lessons across
the week, however, up until Easter we will be taking a slower paced approach to allow the children time to
acclimatise to being back in school and build up their stamina and resilience again. We will work at their pace
and take the time to assess their needs and look at where they have made progress and where they might
need some support so that we have an appropriate plan in place for the summer term. We can see already
that many of the children have made a lot of progress, particularly the younger children’s reading and writing
and this is really testament to the hard work you have all put in at home. We will also be carrying out further
MyPlan Reviews before Easter so that we can make sure our support for children on the SEN register is up to
date and effective. As you may know, Mrs Colman has now returned to her role as SEN co-ordinator and each
Wednesday she will be out of the classroom and working in this capacity, allowing us to continue building and
developing our provision for those children with additional needs going forwards.

The children in Elm, Maple and Oak have got stuck in to their history topics this week. Elm class are
finding out about kings and queens through history, focussing particularly on Queen Victoria. Oak class
are looking at ‘law and order’ across the ages! A fascinating topic with all sorts of interesting links to
learning about different subjects. This week they found out about Robin Hood and what it meant to be
an outlaw!!
In Maple class’ history lessons, they have been learning how ‘National history has impacted the local
area’. As the children will be finding out about the industrial revolution and therefore the development
and use of the canal system locally, on Tuesday afternoon, Mr Dunn has kindly agreed to provide a
discussion via video call on Zoom on what life is like today living on the canal. He will also be discussing
his family history - as many of his family members, past and present have also lived and worked on the
canals.
Then on Wednesday afternoon, Mrs Woods has arranged for Maple class to have a lesson over video
call using zoom from the local Museum in the Park on the industrial revolution - specifically the textile
industry in the local area. They have also provided us with some discovery boxes with textile industry
artefacts and weaving for the children to explore in school.
(Chris Dunn agreed to Tuesday at 1.30pm and just asks for the zoom link to be sent to him please. I have
made him aware of his background, not showing around his boat and have sent the policy for him to

We have asked for children to bring PE shoes in to school and leave them here each week. However, we
are very aware that shops are not open at the moment and that with school uniform in particular there are
shortages and hold ups. Therefore, if there is a delay in you being able to do this, please do not worry. We
have talked as a staff and we will not now chase the children for these until after the Easter holidays so
that hopefully with shops opening (fingers crossed) you will be able to get sorted by then. However,
please do send a pair in a PE bag in to school as soon as you have them. Thank you for those of you who
have been able to send them in this week.

Attached to the newsletter email this week there is a letter from Ian Wills, our chair of governors, about a
current parent governor vacancy. It is a very fulfilling role which is so important to ensure that the school
is given challenge and support. Please read the letter and if you think you would be interested, fill in the
application attached to the letter. Printed copies will also be coming home in the children’s book bags
today. If you need another printed copy for any reason, please do get in touch.
The Friends of Whiteshill School are also currently putting together a package of information for you
about the roles which will be available going forwards in this group when the current Friends committee
step down. They have very kindly stayed in post during this period of uncertainty over the last year but
an AGM will be held in the coming weeks to vote in a new committee. Please look out for this
information and get involved to support the school if you are able!

Now that all the children are back in school, the teachers will no longer be logging on to Class Dojo.
Therefore, you will not be able to contact them via this messaging service as they will not receive your
message. If you need to speak to a teacher, please contact them via the office by emailing
admin@whiteshill.gloucs.sch.uk or by phone call on 01453 762 949. Thank you.

Mrs West-Boyle, who many of you will know through her time supporting the children in both Willow and
Elm class over the last two years, will be moving on to a new role at the end of the month at Uley Primary
School. We are very sad to see her go but know that she will be an absolute asset to the school and
pupils at Uley. I’m sure you will join us all in sending her the very best wishes and thanking her for all the
hard work and dedication she has put in to her role at Whiteshill during her time here. Mrs West-Boyle’s
last day with us here at Whiteshill will be the 25th March.

I just wanted to remind you of our nut and peanut free policy in school. I have attached the letter to this
newsletter so that you can read the details of this policy but you must ensure that your children do not bring
in to school anything which has nuts or peanuts in the ingredients. This is particularly important in Elm class
so please do keep an eye on what is being sent in their lunchbox and also talk to other members of your
family who might make lunch for the children sometimes. Thank you for your support with this incredibly
important policy.

Please scroll down for some more photographs from this week!
Have a wonderful weekend!

Asymptomatic testing information for parents and adults in households with children
at school or college
NHS Test and Trace announced earlier this week, that all adults in households with school
and college age children without symptoms can now access regular rapid coronavirus
(COVID-19) testing.
Test kits can either be collected or ordered online, as set out below.
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the
virus. Parents and other adults in households with children at school or college, who do not
have symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes
childcare and support bubbles.
Tests are fast, easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare
or support bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly:


through your employer, if they offer testing to employees



by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over can collect 2
packs of 7 tests



by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing
through other routes, this frees up home delivery for those who need it most

If you have any queries about the tests, and you live in England, please call 119 (free from
mobiles and landlines). Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm.
Children of primary school age (and below) without symptoms are not being asked to
take a test.
Testing is voluntary, but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine,
washing hands, wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays
a vital role in reducing transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of
our everyday lives will help us all to play our part and do what we can to protect each other.
PLEASE NOTE – THESE RAPID TESTS DO NOT REPLACE THE PCR TEST WHICH
HOUSEHOLDS MUST TAKE IF THEY ARE EXPERIENCING SYMPTOMS - SEE SCHOOL
GUIDANCE PREVIOUSLY SHARED - THEY ARE FOR REGULAR TESTING OF PEOPLE
WITHOUT SYMPTOMS ONLY.

Our focus this week in all the classes has been on mental and physical wellbeing and we have
carried out activities with these ideas at the heart of them: creativity, nature, caring and
kindness, being heard, connection and exercise.

Elm, Maple and Oak classes have all made their own positivi-trees! Earlier in the week, Elm
class also wore a post-it note on their jumpers all day with positive comments written on that
their friends had made about them!

Oak class have brightened up the school by planting flowers around the grounds. You
may have noticed their handiwork at the bottom of the steps up to the office.

Oak Class’ Positivi-tree!

