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This week has been science week in Elm, Maple and Oak. At the bottom of the newsletter are some
photographs of the children in action. Elm were answering the question ‘What makes a healthy me?’, Maple
found out ‘Does everything I touch really move?’ and Oak were exploring ‘Why is it night-time in Australia and
day-time here?’ As always, the children have learnt an awful lot and been completely immersed in science
activities across the week.
Next week, we are holding the second of our computing days for this year. Miss French, our computing lead,
has been working hard over the spring term on developing our computing curriculum and we are really
excited to get stuck in to it! The children in Elm, Maple and Oak will all have a day this week where they
spend the whole day on the theme of ‘Creating Media’. They will be able to use our class set of iPads which
we have already in school which are invaluable to allow us to teach the computing curriculum well. We simply
could not teach it without them. I’m happy to share with you that the Friends of Whiteshill School have made
a donation to the school in order for us to purchase a second set of 16 iPads. This will mean that two classes
can use them at once during any other lessons e.g. for research in history, for creating a PowerPoint in
Science or for writing and research in English – they are so important in a whole host of lessons. Having a
second set will also mean that on our computing days, each child in the class can have their own individual
iPad – this will increase the pace and individualisation of the learning immensely. As you may remember, we
had been hoping to develop the grassed area at the side of school with Friends of Whiteshill funds, but with
the COVID-19 restrictions we are not able to use the playground in the way we had been previously, so we will
look to do this with future funds once everything returns to normal.
In Willow Class, we have been thinking about ways we can enhance their learning with technology and
computing and Miss French has worked with Mrs Cripps and Mrs Clarke to introduce a locked down laptop in
to their provision which means they can use Microsoft Word for typing and a simple version of Paint for
creating pictures. We are hoping this will give them a good introduction to using a keyboard, touchpad and
screen which will then be developed further once they reach year 1 onwards. We are hoping also to put a
simple printer in to Reception, so that they can print their own work! If you have an unused printer at home
that you would be willing to donate for this, please do let a member of staff know.

Thank you to everyone who donated to support Red Nose Day this year – in total we raised £91.

Attached to this email, please find a letter from Sarah Scott, Executive Director of Adult Social Care and Public
Health, which details how our school community can continue to support keeping infection rates down and
prevent any further disruption to learning during the coronavirus pandemic.

If you haven’t had chance already, please click on the link below to fill out a survey about your child’s
remote learning during lockdown and also their wellbeing and the return to school.
Click on the link here to fill in the survey: https://forms.gle/pCXXbNqVrA8rBVfE8

Out on the playground, Oak class in particular, have been spending a lot of their spare time skipping! They
are working together with big skipping ropes and it is an absolute joy to see them out there laughing and
playing together. Because of this, we thought we would look in to buying them some new skipping ropes
as the ones we have are looking very tired – so we have purchased a Key Stage 2 class set which will
hopefully arrive soon. We also discovered in our research that there is a local company ‘Dan the Skipping
Man’ who will come out and do skipping workshops with a class, so we are hoping to arrange this for Oak
class during the summer term. I’ve included some photos at the bottom of the newsletter for you to share
the joy!

During the Easter holidays, you will need to continue to inform the school if your child has symptoms of
COVID-19 or if they test positive. A letter will be going out next week with all the details of what to do,
please make sure you keep an eye out for this and make sure you read it through thoroughly. NHS Test
and Trace do not contact schools, so we therefore have to do all the contract tracing ourselves and rely
on you letting us know when your child or anyone in their household has symptoms or has received a
positive test.

When you are waiting in your cars outside school at pick up and drop off time, please can you switch off your
engines if you are able to. Idling engines create a lot of pollution for the children and parents walking past as
they bring their children to school and as the weather gets warmer, hopefully you won’t need the heater
blasting anymore!
We continue to work with the Highways agency, parish council and PCSO Gary Lynch on solutions for the
parking around school and they are looking at various options at present. However, in the meantime, please
make sure that you are not parking inconsiderately – look out for people’s gateways that might be in use and
markings on the road. These markings are there to prevent people not being able to see clearly as they
navigate the road and parking on them could result in an accident involving yours or other children from
Whiteshill.

For your information, after the Easter holidays, the cost of school meals is increasing from £2.32 to £2.34. This is
to reflect increases in the minimum wage and food costs.

The Parish Council have been in touch with me about concerns they have with the safety of everyone using
the fantastic new ramps down at the playing field.
As you may know, these have become a popular feature over the last year and there are a group of young
people in the village who are doing a great job building and looking after them – it is a brilliant resource for
the community. However, the popularity has meant there are a large number of users and some minor
issues occurring such as litter, loud music and unauthorised maintenance. The parish council are putting
together a programme to monitor the area and work with the users in looking after it. They have also put
together a leaflet which is attached to this email for your information with a set of guidance on how to use
the ramps safely.
One of the most important points is that sometimes smaller children will walk, run or play on the ramps
and aren’t necessarily seen by the bikers and they are concerned of accidents if young children are on the
ramps – the ramps are of course for use by those on bikes only and there are many other places to play on
the playing field for those wanting to run around. Thank you and I hope the children can continue to use
and enjoy the ramps safely going forwards!

A note from Mrs Cripps on encouraging talk with the children in Willow class…
Encouraging your child to talk about their day, what they've done and how they feel will help them learn how
to express their thoughts and feelings and develop their language skills. Try and find time in the evening or at
bedtime to snuggle up and have a chat. Ask your child what they have done that day. Ask them what has
made them happy, sad or proud. Share your day and feelings too. It's important to listen and pause before
you offer advice - it can take young children a bit of time to express themselves as they want to. Encourage
your child to tell you about things that have made them laugh or something new they have learned. By
making chat like this a habit, you are letting your child know that they can talk to you about their feelings and
share things that make them happy. If your child is in Willow Class, photographs of them taking part in
activities are uploaded to Target Tracker each week. Looking at the photographs with them will encourage
them to remember what they have been learning in school, will inspire a conversation about something that
was really important to them and will help to develop their communication and language skills too.
This could of course apply to all the children in school and not just those in Willow class, particularly at the
moment when many of them are struggling with processing all of their thoughts and feelings about school
and lockdown.

The Gingerbread Man crime
scene which you will have
hopefully heard all about
from Willow class this week!

Elm Class – What
makes a healthy me?

Maple Class – Does
everything I touch
really move?

Oak Class – Why is it
night-time in
Australia and daytime here?

Skipping Fun!

