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We are…learners
The children have had a great term being geographers! They have learnt about human and physical
geography, map reading and making, compass reading, grid references, geographical statistics, land use and
much, much more! Thank you so much to all the volunteers who came along on Elm’s geography walk last
week – it was very much appreciated and wouldn’t have been possible without you. It’s great for the
children to be out and about looking at geography for real and not just in the classroom!
After half term, the children in Elm, Maple and Oak will be working on their ‘We are…artists’ topics. Next
term is all about drawing skills and we can’t wait for you to see their finished pieces when they are done.

This week in assembly…
We started the week by talking about Dyslexia Awareness Week which ran from 4-10th October. We discussed
how our brains work and our strengths and weaknesses. We watched this video to help the children understand
a little more about dyslexia: https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/dyslexia/about-dyslexia/what-is-dyslexia and we
also found out that a lot of famous people are dyslexic – this might be because one of the strengths of people
with dyslexia is an ability to think creatively and see patterns and ideas that others might not spot! Did you know
Albert Einstein was dyslexic? Steven Spielberg? Jamie Oliver? Pablo Picasso? Walt Disney? Lewis Hamilton? They
have added so much to the world with their creativity and uniqueness!
On Tuesday, we talked about Cheltenham Literature Festival which we are very lucky to have on our doorstep!
There are a whole host of free and paid for events which you can tap in to if you have time over the weekend –
please click here for more information. The free events in Montpelier Gardens in Cheltenham include a
storytelling tent, Atlas of Adventures Trail and Arts and Crafts throughout the day. There are also some tickets
left and chance to meet and hear from children’s authors as well as just be surrounded by books for the day
which is always nice! Please do take the children along if you are able – it is a lovely experience for them to feel
the excitement about books and authors!
Next we found out about the history of Harvest Festival and how it is celebrated as it falls at this time of year.
The children really understood how lucky we are to have such a range of foods at our disposal in the
supermarkets whenever we want them and it was good to think about all the people who work very hard to
make this possible. Please see below for information about our Stroud Foodbank collection for this year’s
Harvest time.
Finally, we heard about two very inspirational women who have their birthdays this month – Nicola Adams, Great
Britain’s first Olympic women’s boxing gold medallist and Alex Scott, Arsenal and England women’s football
player who has also achieved a lot of firsts in her career as a sports pundit, becoming the first woman to host
Football Focus and be a commentator on FIFA 22! Both equally inspiring women for our sports loving children!

Friends of Whiteshill School
Half Term Scarecrow Hunt
As you know, FOWS will be running a Scarecrow Trail over the October half term to raise money for
the school and hopefully have some fun in the process. For it to work, we really need everyone to get
behind the idea and for as many people as possible to
build and display a scarecrow in their garden. If you live outside of the village, please
don't worry, we can find somewhere for your scarecrow to be hosted! As a little incentive,
there will be a prize for the best scarecrow as voted by the people completing the hunt.
Hopefully you have had a think about what your scarecrow might look like already, but if you are
finding it hard to get inspiration – you could use books or films as a starting point! Let your
imagination run wild! All ideas welcome – the more the merrier! Please see the bottom of the
newsletter for some inspiration…!
In order for your scarecrow location to be included on the map please email
friendsofwhiteshillschool@outlook.com with your location and you will be included in the trail and
the vote to win the star prize! If you are happy to make a scarecrow but don’t have anywhere to put
it, just email and let us know and we can arrange a spot for it!
Obviously, we’d love for you to take part in the hunt too. Maps will be on sale from the village shop
over October half term holiday. All proceeds go to the school, so please do join in if you are able! It’s
a great way to entertain the children for a day in half term too.

Date for your diary!
On Saturday November 27th from 12:30 - 4pm, there is a 'family fun-day of festive frivolity for all'
being held across the villages of Whiteshill & Ruscombe. We are delighted to be opening up the
school to join in the event as our Christmas Fayre celebration this year. We hope as many people
from both the school and local community will be able to come along. The FoWs will be running
the event in the school hall, if any parents / grandparents / carers are able to come along and help
us run a stall please can you let us know by emailing friendsofwhiteshillschool@outlook.com

Stroud Foodbank Donations
Next week, we will be collecting donations for Stroud Foodbank as it is Harvest Festival time. Please see poster
attached to this email for information about what to donate. A box will be placed outside the school office for
you to place your donations in each day next week.
Here is a little guide from Stroud Foodbank which might be helpful when you are thinking about what to donate:

Covid-19 Advice Change
We have received an email this week from the Government via the UK Health Security Agency which states
the following:
“UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) have been made aware of some areas reporting positive LFD
test results with subsequent negative PCR tests and are currently looking into the cause. Whilst
the UKHSA investigation is under-way, we advise that if a pupil or staff member has been in close
contact with a positive case (such as a household member) or has displayed Covid-19 symptoms and
has tested positive on an LFD (but subsequently tested negative on a PCR), they are treated as
potentially infectious. We recommend they isolate and remain out of the setting, for 10 days.”
This means, from now on, we will have to follow the above advice if you let us know your child has had a
positive lateral flow test.
Please remember if your child has one or more of the symptoms of COVID-19 (new, continuous cough, high
temperature or loss of sense of taste or smell), they still have to take a PCR test before they can come in to
school – not a lateral flow test.
Please remember – all advice we follow is from the Government and the local authority – we do not have a
choice as a school, we have to follow it. We do not make our own rules about testing as a school – it is a
national response to the pandemic.

Clubs Letter
If your child is in year 2 – 6, this week they should have brought home a club letter which sets out the clubs we
have available after half term. Please make sure you return this as soon as possible or your child may miss out
on a space in the club of their choice.

Tae Kwon-Do Club
There is a local Tae Kwon-Do club which operates out of Stratford Park Leisure Centre which
comes recommended by one of our parents. More information can be found here:
https://www.kicksmart.co.uk/tigers and you can sign up for a free taster session if your children are interested.

Parking
I have had a number of emails recently from local residents who have brought to my attention parents parking in
way which means they cannot leave their houses or see out of their driveways. Please can you make sure that
when you are parking outside of school, you think carefully about whether it will impact a local home-owner. I
know that it is difficult, but please avoid parking in front of driveways or drop curbs or on white or yellow lines.

Tips: needs to last a week! So needs to be weatherproof
If you want some inspiration characters from books or TV or films
Pumpkin as a head
Ideas here, maybe we could share this link:
https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/gardening-children-schools/familyactivities/Activities/activities/make-a-scarecrow
And here:
https://www.thebudgetdecorator.com/diy-decor-how-to-make-a-scarecrow/

Scarecrow Hunt Hints and Tips
Don’t forget, your scarecrow needs to last a week – so it needs to be weatherproof!
If you want some inspiration characters from books or TV or films is a great idea – see photographs below.
A pumpkin as a head is always fun at this time of year!
Some websites below on ideas to make a scarecrow:
https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/gardening-children-schools/family-activities/Activities/activities/make-ascarecrow
https://www.thebudgetdecorator.com/diy-decor-how-to-make-a-scarecrow/

